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They never
made it to
the chapel

The opening of the New
Orleans Jazz Fest on Friday
and granddaughter Mandy’s
upcoming June wedding re-
mind me of this story:

Years ago I knew a couple
in St. Francisville who told
of their wedding plans:

He worked the Gospel
Tent at Jazz Fest, and knew
the members of the Dixie
Cups, the New Orleans
singers.

The idea was to hold the
nuptials in the tent. At a sig-
nal, the audience would start
snapping their fingers in
rhythm, and the Dixie Cups
would sing “Chapel of Love”
as the bride entered.

The pair split up and
moved to different cities, so
the wedding never hap-
pened.

But wouldn’t it have been
cool ... ?

Which reminds me

Shortly before the 1998
Spanish Town Mardi Gras
parade, I was discussing my
impending nuptials at a
neighborhood party.

“Why not get married on a
float?” suggested a neigh-
bor. :

As the party flowed on, the
idea grew in intensity.

We could let krewes bid on
the right to have the ceremo-
ny on their float!

The vows would be given
as the floatpaused in front
of the judges’ stand!

One lady knew an uncon-
ventional pastor who would
be happy to do the wedding!

As the excitement reached
its peak, my fiancée, Lady
Katherine, arrived.

She had driven in from
New Orleans and was in-
clined toward sober reflec-
tion, if you get my drift.

We were married the day
before the parade by Judge
Bob Downing — with both
feet on the ground.
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For the birds

Andy Sobert says that one” |~

night during a local TV news
show, the line across the bot-
tom of the screen announced
that “some public agency
was going to ‘tweet’ so-and-

]so regarding a certain prob-
em.

“Do we now have birds un-
der contract?” ‘

Well named

X R_eaders have said that in
listing appropriate names,
we overlooked one right un-
der our nose: Advocate food
columnist Corinne Cook.

Jay channels Abe

David Madden says Secre-
tary of State Jay Dardenne,
“a man of many talents,”
portrays Abraham Lincoln
In a “conversational debate”
with Robert E. Lee at the Old
State Capitol at 2 p.m. Sun-
day.

_The short play, commis-
sioned by the Lincoln Bicen-
tennial Commission for
Louisiana, will be performed
as a dramatic reading.

Also, “by popular de-
mand,” Oneal Isaac and
Steve Crump, in full cos-
tume, w111 perform the short

play “Lincoln Lives,” about
three meetings between Lin-
coln and Frederick Dou-
glass.
Both shows are free.

War story

Togn Terrific points oyt
that in my mention of World
War II columnist Ernje Pyle
Lindicated he was in the a.’
c1f1r_: when he was shot on
April 18, 1945, because the
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“None of us could ever get - :
Atchafalaya right, and my 2
dad let us try until we got to
the Mississippi River
bridge.

“I think he was so tickled
at ourtries that he bought us

dlf ice cream anyway!”





