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f Societi,' for columnists
{ sormed at workshop

*He was once interviewed and asked
if he hated everythiog,” Cairas recalled.
“Mencken replied that it was inuccurute

About 20 columnisis attended what I8
believed to be the first national work-
shop for columnists which was held on
‘I am

June 57 at the Hilton Inn b Virginia
Beach, Va.

The workshop, which had the.-support
of the Norfolk Virginian-Pilot and
Ledger-Star, W% designed  for
columnists-at-large: featured writers
who write about every subject.

Virginian-Pilot columnist
Muddry, workshop coordinator, sai
meeting wias S0 successful u second
warkshop is planned for Louisville,
Ky.—May 14-16—next year. Richard
Des Ruisseaux, colomnist for the Lowis-
ville Times, will be workshop chuirman,

At the workshop, the columnists dis-
cussed a variety of topics ranging from
whatmdooonrninyd:ywbenm‘s
nothing in the drawer (0 uses of humor
and pathos in wriling.

The columnists sttending also agreed
10 exchange columns on & regular basis,
through the mails.

Speakers during the three-duy work
session included Hluntington Cuirns anmd
James Kem Feibleman.

Caims, the former moderator of the
network radio program **Invitation to
Learning’” (with Allen Tate wnd Mark
Van Doren) discussed his jute friend, H.
L.. Mencken.

Cairns, editor of the book “H. L.
Mencken—The American Scene,”’ de-

to say he hated eyerything.
strongly in favor of common sense,
common honesty common decency.
This makes me forever ineligible for an
office of trust or profit in the Republic,’
he replied.”

Dr. Feibleman, the former chairman of
the Tulane University philosophy de-
purtment, and an author, BYe 8 humor-
ous talk, He deplored his introduction as
the “country's leading pulosophs

“Indeed, 1 object 1o being introduced
as a philosopher al all,” he said. It is
just the sort of thing 10 ruin you socially.

luslrd«'lom'asl_luﬂnnmwﬁm

the workshop were mostly discussions of
everyday problems fuced by columnists.

“We seldom sce or talk with other
columnists to compare noles. It's very
difficult to find beit reporiers with much
imtcrest tn what u geserl columaist is
duing. Most of the fellows scemed o (eel
they learned something,”" he suid,

A National Society of Columnists was
formesd by those sttendiog. Membership
is open to all ists in the nati

Persons interested in joining the sock-
ety and attending the Louisvilie work-
shop should write Richurd Des Ruis-

Richard Des Ruisseaux

Columnists attending had their ex-
penses paid by their respective news-
papers.

The columnists included: Steve
Mitchell, Paim Beach Foxt: Richurd Des
Ruisseaux, Louisville Times, Bob Getz,
Wichita Eagle; Jumes F. Dent, Charles
ton (W.Va.) Gazette; Doug Nye, Colun-
bia Record: Bob Batz, Dayton News: D,
L. Stewart, Dayton Journal-Herald;
John Lacy, Hartford Courant.

seanx, workshop chuieman, in care of the
Louisville ‘Times, 525 W. Broadwiny
Louisville, Ky.

seribed the former Baltimore column
writer and editor us the most influential
journulist of the century.

1owis Spilman, Wayneshoro (Vi)'
News-Virgimiun; Bob Terrell, Asheville
Citizen-Times; John Anders, Dallas
Morning News; Larry Cheek, Fuyette-
vilte (NLC.) Times: Don Schellie, Tweson
Citizen; Steve Clurk, Richmand News-
Leader; Joe West, Times-Herald; Larry
Bonko, Ledger-Star, and CGuy Friddett
and Lawrence Maddry, Virginian-Pilot.
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Odessa editor quits

Odessu (Tex.) Awmericin city ofitor
John Sliney resgued Toow the news
puper cffective June 17.

Sliney recently was indicted on
charges of attempting Lo bribe a politicl
candudate.

He has been with the newspaper for
more than 18 years. He became city
editor in 1970. \

“The city cditor has been one of the key
figures in the paper’s strugghe with Fetor
County Dist. Atty. John Green. The leud
began in August 1976 when the American
printed a story saying Green had gooe on
a Lax Yopas trip with an exconvict who
puid for the journey.
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